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								NASA To End Astronaut Space Travel With 
								Russia
	 


							 


							
								
								
								September 17, 2014 - Since the retirement of the 
								Space Shuttle in 2011, NASA has been dependent 
								on the Russian 
								spacecraft, 
								
								Soyuz for astronaut space travel to the 
								International Space Station (ISS).

								
								
								NASA's Office Of Inspector General reported that 
								the price Russia charged per astronaut went 
								from $22 million in 2006 to $55.6 million in 
								2014 per astronaut.

								
								
								In 2015, the inflated ticket prices will jump to 
								$55.6 to $60 million. In April 2013, NASA signed 
								a deal with Russia that would provide space 
								travel for six astronauts between 2016 through 
								June 2017 at a price tag of $424 million, that 
								$71 million per seat.
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								The Office Of Inspector General's
								report stated 
								"Reliance on the Soyuz limits the amount of 
								research conducted on the ISS because the Soyuz 
								does not have the capacity to support the 
								maximum number of crew members that can inhabit 
								the Station. NASA and its partners designed the 
								ISS to support seven crew members. 

								
								
								"However, the Soyuz has a three-person capacity; 
								therefore, only six crew members can safely be 
								aboard the ISS at any time to allow for 
								evacuation in case of an emergency (given that 
								two Soyuz capsules are docked to the ISS at all 
								times to serve as “escape vehicles.”) According 
								to the ISS Program Office, a seventh crew member 
								could potentially add about 33 hours per week to 
								the current amount of crew time devoted to 
								research – a 94 percent increase. 

								
								
								NASA is putting an end to its reliance on the 
								Russian 
								spacecraft, 
								
								Soyuz. U.S. astronauts once again will travel to and 
								from the International Space Station from the United States on American spacecraft 
								under groundbreaking contracts NASA announced 
								Tuesday. 

								
								
								The agency unveiled its selection of Boeing and 
								SpaceX to transport 
								U.S. crews to and from the 
								space station using their CST-100 and Crew 
								Dragon spacecraft, respectively, with a goal of 
								ending the nation’s sole reliance on Russia in 2017.

								


							
					 	
 



						


					
						
						
						"From day one, the Obama Administration made clear that 
						the greatest nation on Earth should not be dependent on 
						other nations to get into space," NASA Administrator 
						Charlie Bolden said at the agency's Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. 

						
						
						"Thanks to the leadership of President Obama, the hard 
						work of our NASA and industry teams, and support from 
						Congress, today we are one step closer to launching our 
						astronauts from U.S.
						soil on American spacecraft and ending the nation’s sole 
						reliance on Russia by 2017. 
						Turning over low-Earth orbit transportation to private 
						industry will also allow NASA to focus on an even more 
						ambitious mission, sending humans to Mars." 

						
						
						These Commercial Crew Transportation Capability (CCtCap) 
						contracts are designed to complete the NASA 
						certification for human space transportation systems 
						capable of carrying people into orbit. Once 
						certification is complete, NASA plans to use these 
						systems to ferry astronauts to the International Space 
						Station and return them safely to Earth. 

						
						
						The companies selected to provide this transportation 
						capability and the maximum potential value of their 
						FAR-based firm fixed-price contracts are:

						
						
						-- The Boeing Company, Houston, $4.2 billion

						-- Space Exploration Technologies Corp., Hawthorne, 
						California, $2.6 billion

						
						
						The contracts include at least one crewed flight test 
						per company with at least one NASA astronaut aboard to 
						verify the fully integrated rocket and spacecraft system 
						can launch, maneuver in orbit, and dock to the space 
						station, as well as validate all its systems perform as 
						expected. 

						
						
						Once each company’s test program has been completed 
						successfully and its system achieves NASA certification, 
						each contractor will conduct at least two, and as many 
						as six, crewed missions to the space station. These 
						spacecraft also will serve as a lifeboat for astronauts 
						aboard the station. 

						
						
						NASA's Commercial Crew Program will implement this 
						capability as a public-private partnership with the 
						American aerospace companies. NASA's expert team of 
						engineers and spaceflight specialists is facilitating 
						and certifying the development work of industry partners 
						to ensure new spacecraft are safe and reliable. 

						
						
						The 
						U.S.
						missions to the International Space Station following 
						certification will allow the station's current crew of 
						six to grow, enabling the crew to conduct more research 
						aboard the unique microgravity laboratory. 

						
						
						The companies will own and operate the crew 
						transportation systems and be able to sell human space 
						transportation services to other customers in addition 
						to NASA, thereby reducing the costs for all customers. 

						
							
							"By encouraging private companies to handle launches 
							to low-Earth orbit -- a region NASA's been visiting 
							since 1962 -- the nation's space agency can focus on 
							getting the most research and experience out of 
							America's investment in the International Space 
							Station. NASA also can focus on building spacecraft 
							and rockets for deep space missions, including 
							flights to Mars."
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						(For the latest news please 
						checkout our home page)
	 
	
			
			
			FTL Airport Software Handled 800 Aircraft A Day With Only One Runway 
			In Use
	
			
			United Airlines Offers Flight Attendants $100,000 For Early 
			Retirement
	
			
			FAA Fines British Airways For Shipping An Oxygen Generator On A 
			Passenger Flight
	
			
			Igor Sikorsky’s VS-300 Helicopter Transformed Aviation 75 Years Ago
	
			
			Russia Considers Blocking Western Aircraft Over Its Airspace, But At 
			What Price?
	
			
			Two Navy F/A-18 Hornets Collide Midair Over The Pacific Ocean
	
			
			FAA Calls For Comments On Aircraft Bonded Repair Size Limits Policy
	
			
			United Airlines Passenger Admits Abusive Sexual Contact Of Sleeping 
			Woman
	
			
			Boeing Goes On The Attack Over Al Jazeera's "Broken Dreams, The 
			Boeing 787"
	
			
			United Airlines Passenger Admits Abusive Sexual Contact Of Sleeping 
			Woman
	
			
			Red Bull Air Race, Ivanoff Wins Texas, Bonhomme New Championship 
			Leader
	
			
			NTSB Study Shows Upward Trend In Drug Use By General Aviation Pilots
	
			
			Settlement Reached In Agricultural Pilot Killed By Unmarked 
			Evaluation Tower
	
			
			Dutch Safety Report Indicates Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 Broke Up 
			In Flight
	
			
			NTSB, Unstabilized Approach Caused UPS Flight 1354 To Crash
	
			
			Pilot And Flight Instructor Killed After Hitting A CSX Train
	
			
			Pilot Killed At Reno-Stead Airport During A Qualifying Air Race 
			Event
	
			
			Southwest Airlines Unveils Its New Look, Same Heart
	
			
			FAA Begins Testing Unleaded Gas For Use In General Aviation Aircraft
	
			
			Ryanair To Purchase 200 New Boeing 737 MAX 200 Worth Over $22 
			Billion
	
			
			Embraer Opens New Engineering & Technology Center In Melbourne, FL
	
			
			Overweight, Unable To Get A Return Flight To The US, Dies, Airlines 
			Settle Lawsuit
	
			
			Bombardier CSeries Aircraft Resumes Flight Testing
	
			
			Hypoxia May Have Caused Crash Of A Socata TBM-700 Off The Coast Of 
			Jamaica
	
			
			NAAP Petitions The FAA To Set Standards For Passenger Seats
	
			
			Cessna Citation CJ3+ Receives FAA Type Certification
	
			
			Skydiver Set To Break Guinness World Record For Most Parachute Jumps 
			In 24 Hours
	
			
			Instructional Flight That killed 2, Pilot Was Not FAA Certified 
			Flight Instructor
	
			
			Bell Helicopter Breaks Ground On New Bell 505 Assembly Plant In 
			Lafayette, LA
	
			
			Ex-Pilot's Lawsuit Against Monroe County Sheriff's Aviation 
			Department Tossed Out
	
			
			DOT Rejects Norwegian Air International Foreign Carrier Permit
	
			
			Coast Guard Pilot To Plead Guilty In The Rape Of The Wife Of A 
			Fellow Officer
	
			
			Another Flight Diverted Over A Reclining Seat
	
			
			NextGen APU's To Be Fueled By Hydrogen Fuel Cells
	
			
			Next Gen Jet Engine Fan Blades Use Carbon Super Material
	
			
			Colorado Pilot, His Girlfriend And Her Three Children Killed In A 
			Plane Crash
	
			
			UK Pilots Who Violate Airspace Will Be Required To Take An Online 
			Exam
	
			
			Pilot Looses Consciousness Crashes Into Atlantic Ocean
	
			
			Air Ambulance Aircraft Goes Down Killing All Onboard
	
			
			Universities Football Payers To Be Provided With 787 Carbon Fiber 
			Protective Gear
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